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RAIL LINE EXTENSIONS — FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

77. Mr B. URBAN to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the Ellenbrook rail line, which those opposite—to my right and in front—hate; the Yanchep rail line, 
which they also hate and do not support; and of course Byford, which the Leader of the Opposition does not know 
much about. Can the minister explain to this house if these views are shared — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr B. URBAN: Can the minister explain to this house if these views are shared by the federal government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
Thank you, member for Darling Range—someone of course who represents a key part of the suburbs, including 
Byford. Last week I attended my first Transport and Infrastructure Council meeting. It was an opportunity to 
discuss our Metronet program with all the other state ministers, and of course the federal government. It was an 
exciting and intelligent conversation in which concepts of value capture and local manufacturing for rolling stock 
were discussed. It was a really exciting initiative. So far, we have been able to secure $1.2 billion for our Metronet 
program as part of a $2.3 billion program—and we want to go further. There is $10 billion on the table and we 
want more money for Metronet in this state! We want the whole of WA to support us. That is what we want: we 
want the whole of WA to support us to get a big share of that $10 billion. I sense that the opposition will not 
support us to get the extra $10 billion. It does not support the Yanchep rail line, it does not support the Ellenbrook 
rail line and it does not know where Byford is, let alone support a rail line to it. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We would like the opposition to support us to get a bigger share for our Metronet program. 
This is an opportunity for WA to work together to get more funding from the commonwealth. We hope the 
opposition — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the wall of noise! Please, just listen to the answer. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We hope the opposition helps us. Of course it did not help us with the Perth Freight Link 
money. It wanted the commonwealth to rip out the money. We did not need the opposition’s support then and 
I suspect we might not need its support in the future. If it wants to help — 

The SPEAKER: Minister, through the Chair. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: If it wants to support us, have a go. 

Even the federal Treasurer acknowledged how good we are to work with as a government. I quote 
Hon Scott Morrison — 

And the Western Australians just had a pretty practical approach, they didn’t want to have a fight with 
us, they just wanted to work with us. 

We wanted outcomes. The most pleasing aspect of that meeting on Friday was when the federal government 
distributed its new document, “The National Rail Program: Investing in rail networks for our cities and regions”. 
The federal government distributed this document. I thought it was interesting, so I flicked through to see what 
was in it. There we are in the federal government’s program—“$792 million investment in Perth’s Metronet”. The 
federal government’s own document sprouted Metronet. It was so good to see — 

Mr F.M. Logan: They know where Byford is! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They know. Then there was a map. I love a good map. There it is again, Perth Metronet, in 
a federal government document. It is so good. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Minister, is that the federal Liberal government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is the federal Liberal government. 

Another highlight pretty much matches exactly what we have said about Metronet. This is its quote — 

As our cities become larger, improving their passenger rail networks is important in key ways: 

• New or extended rail lines can support the release of new land for housing, either on the outskirts of 
the city or in areas experiencing urban renewal. 
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That is Metronet. I am glad the federal government is onside. I hope the opposition changes its mind and supports 
Yanchep, supports Ellenbrook and supports Byford. 

Tabling of Paper 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I did not catch the name of the document the minister was quoting from, but I request — 

Ms R. Saffioti: I will table it because it has “Metronet” in it. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I demand you table that document! 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, that is enough. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: There is no conspiracy here. I just want to see it. 

The SPEAKER: Paper tabled. 

[See paper 282.] 

Ms R. Saffioti: I was actually disappointed the member did not ask midway through the question; that was the 
whole theory of it. I will table it anyway. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, do not talk across the chamber, please. 
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